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HON ADELE FARINA 
Question without Notice 288 � Personal Explanation 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [4.01 pm]: Pursuant to standing order 85, I seek leave to make a 
personal explanation. 

Leave granted. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: My personal explanation is in relation to a parliamentary question asked yesterday by 
Hon Nigel Hallett, MLC, in relation to Unit 4, 31 Victoria Street, Bunbury and the reply provided by the Leader 
of the House. Part of the answers provided is incorrect, in particular the answer to question (2). Negotiations to 
enter a lease for Unit 4, 31 Victoria Street, Bunbury did not commence in September 2007; they commenced in 
late October 2007. Also, it is not correct that I have not moved into the office because of additional works that 
have been requested. I have not moved into the office because the matter of signage is still not resolved and 
agreed works are still outstanding. Further, at no time have I been informed by the Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet that the office fit-out is completed and the office ready for me to move into. 

This government is so hopeless it cannot even get answers to a dorothy dix question correct. 

Point of Order 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: There is a tradition in this house: I gather that when a member requests leave to 
make a personal explanation and leave is granted, the member does not use that sort of language. 

The PRESIDENT: Before I call on Hon Adele Farina to continue her personal explanation, the last two 
sentences used by her are not part of the personal explanation. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Do you mean the last sentence, Mr President? 

The PRESIDENT: The last two sentences. I will not repeat them. They contain the words that the Leader of the 
House was referring to when he made his point of order.  

Hon ADELE FARINA: It was one sentence, because the sentence before that read � � at no time have I been 
informed by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet that the office fit-out is completed and the office is 
ready for me to move into.� 

The PRESIDENT: That is in order. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Thank you, Mr President. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Hon ADELE FARINA: The question was asked and answered in a way to imply some improper action on my 
part. Nothing could be further from the truth. Negotiations for this office have been a source of endless 
frustration. There have been a range of delays as a result of approval delays between the owner and the City of 
Bunbury concerning development and building approvals; fit-out approval delays between the Department of 
Housing and the City of Bunbury; resolution of issues between DPC and the owners of the building, in particular 
with regard to signage; and slow response times and feet dragging by DPC. 

In excess of 220 emails have been exchanged between me and DPC and between me and the then officer with 
carriage of the matter in the former Premier�s office. Construction of the office was not completed until February 
2008. It took about another three months before fit-out works commenced. Fit-out works remained uncompleted 
when the state election was called in August 2008. Since the election, I have exchanged numerous emails with 
DPC seeking completion of this matter; many went unanswered, requiring me to email three or four times before 
I received a reply. 

To this date, agreed fit-out works have not been completed. Most importantly, the issue of signage has not been 
resolved. Members will all appreciate, as will any businessperson, the need for signage. To date, the owner has 
refused to permit any signage on the facia of the building despite this being identified as a suitable office 
criterion with DPC. It is extraordinary that DPC entered into a lease contract for an office where the owner 
maintains he will not permit signage on the facia of the building, given this was a clearly expressed requirement 
when suitable office locations were being explored. It is all the more extraordinary that DPC was not aware that 
signage was prohibited until about October 2008 when I asked what was happening with signage. To date, DPC 
has yet to resolve the issue with the owner. 

As a result of my frustration with the continuing delays and non-resolution of outstanding matters, I requested an 
urgent meeting with the Director General of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. It would seem this 
request prompted the question asked by Hon Nigel Hallett in Parliament yesterday. To date, I have not received a 
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response from the director general to my request for a meeting. The Premier has assured the Parliament that Mr 
Conran is a public servant who will be professional, apolitical and impartial in carrying out his duties. It appears 
from my experience that this is not true.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Once again, Hon Adele Farina is straying from an area of giving a personal 
explanation into attacking somebody else. I do not think it is appropriate and it is not in keeping with how we 
deal with this particular standing order. The member may continue with her personal explanation, but I ask her to 
desist from straying into areas that she has strayed into twice. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: It is disappointing for me that Mr Conran has not responded to my request for a 
meeting and nor has he responded to my request by getting DPC to rapidly resolve the matter. Rather, he chose 
to use government members and ministers to score cheap political points that do not advance resolution of the 
matter. 

Point of Order 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: There is no evidence that what the member is saying is correct. Leave to a member 
to make a personal explanation is given on the basis that we will not have arguable material and personal attacks 
on individuals who cannot respond. 

The PRESIDENT: The Leader of the House has made two points of order and I have intervened on another 
occasion in respect of this particular personal explanation. The standing order states that the matter is not to be 
debated. It is clear from that that when use of the standing order is made members should not range into areas 
that can be the subject of debate. I invite Hon Adele Farina to continue with her personal explanation but not to 
transgress, as she has on no fewer than three occasions so far. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Thank you, Mr President. The bottom line here is that agreed fit-out works are still 
outstanding and the responsibility for this rests with DPC. At no time have I been informed by DPC that the 
office fit-out works are completed and that the office is ready for me to move into. There is a reason for this: the 
office fit-out is not completed and signage is yet to be resolved. I remain ready, willing and able to move into the 
Bunbury office when the outstanding matters have been resolved and DPC confirms the office is ready.  
 


